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ÁThe purpose of this study was to assess the level 
of support residents of the Cañon City Recreation
and Park District have for a potential 
Recreation/Aquatics Center to be developed.

ÁDistrict residents live both inside and 
outside the city limits of Cañon City. 

ÁThe study assessed a variety of topics among 
District residents including:

ÁDemographics / resident characteristics

ÁVoting behavior and voting likelihood

ÁLevel of support for property tax and 
sales tax initiatives to fund the center

ÁPreferences for a recreation/aquatics 
center

Introduction
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ÁResidents of the District were randomly selected and mailed 

a survey. Randomly selected residents are referred to as 

the ñInvite sampleò throughout the report. 

ÁThe survey could be completed multiple ways

ÁCompleted via paper and mailed back using a 

postage-paid envelope

ÁCompleted online using a 1-time use password.

ÁThe Invite/Random survey results are statistically-valid 

and are focused on in-text.

ÁCrosstabulations only include Invite respondent 

data.

ÁTwo weeks after the mailed survey, an online version was 

opened to everyone who did not receive an Invite survey. 

These results are kept separate and presented by 

themselves.

ÁOpen Link survey results are not statistically-

valid.

Introduction
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Approximately 6,284 Surveys Mailed 

Methodology

Primary methods: 
1 = Statistically Valid (Invite Survey)

Mailed survey with an option to complete online via a password-protected website

2 = Open Link Survey

Online survey available to all residents 2-weeks after the mailed survey

1,568 -

608 -

Invite Surveys Completed

Open Link Surveys Completed

Completed Surveys

+/- 2.4% 

Margin of Error

1,568
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Weighting the Data

1 2
The underlying data for the Invite 
Survey are weighted by age, 
homeownership status, and political 
party affiliation. These three 
aspects are influential in potential 
ballot measures. Weighting by 
these topics would best represent 
the entire District.

Data was weighted using population 
estimates of the city and county from 
U.S. Census data, State of Colorado 
voting data, and American 
Community Survey data.
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Key Findings

Respondents are generally supportive 

of property tax increases to support a 

recreation / aquatics center in the 

District (over 60% support). But, there 

are segments of the community that 

are less supportive.

A warm water activity pool is the top 

priority for a large portion of 

respondents. A multi-activity gym and a 

competitive lap pool round out the top 

three priorities.

Over 70% see developing a 

Recreation / Aquatics center as 

ñsomewhatò or ñveryò important..

There appears to be some flexibility 

between sales tax and property tax to 

fund the construction of a center. 

However, itôs unclear whether support 

would significantly change if substituted.

Respondents with children at home 

are more likely to support the center 

and support all potential funding options. 

Households without kids at home are still 

supportive, but not to the same degree.

Nearly half of respondent households 

use private/other District-owned 

facilities currently.
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Demographics and Resident Characteristics


